 

       
PP Love Is…
Part 4-Love does not envy or boast, 1 Corinthians 13:4				9/28-29/2024

In the NT, the city of Corinth was the center of political power in south central Greece
Rebuilt by Julius Caesar in 49 BC, he populated it with emancipated slaves called Freedmen
It became an incredibly diverse city, religious as well with over a dozen temples to their gods
It was built on a narrow 4.5 mile isthmus, a land bridge, and ships would dock on one side of it, 
slaves would offload their cargo, transported it across the 4.5 miles and load it onto a new
ship
It was where the Isthmian games were held, second only to the Olympics
Corinth was one of the most morally corrupt cities in the ancient world, a perfect opportunity for
the gospel, and soon a church was born, filled with spiritually gifted believers
But instead of spiritual gifts building up one another, they were tearing each other down
Those with ‘lesser’ gifts felt unvalued, while those with ‘greater’ gifts felt indispensable 
He deals with this in chapters 12 and 14, but in 13, he taught them the excellent way of love
He showed them 15 virtues of this love, which were the areas they were failing, and today we see 
two negative virtues that God’s love shouldn’t possess: PP “love does not envy or boast”

PP 1-What is envy and boasting?

Shakespeare had a line in Othello, “O, beware, my lord, of jealousy. It is the green-eyed monster 
which doth mock the meat it feeds on” 
It’s where green with envy came from, an acidic emotion that can devour the one who has it
PP “A tranquil heart gives life to the flesh, but envy makes the bones rot.”  Proverbs 14:30 
PP The word ‘envy’ means to inwardly burn or boil, describing the inner boiling that comes 
when you want what others have to the point you wish they didn’t have it
We feel jealousy when we can’t have something we want, but envy burns is us when someone 
else has what we want, and we resent them, wishing they didn’t have it either
It may be a material possession, or looks, or success, or a relationship, or an ability
It is active, burning ill will toward someone else for having what we want but don’t have
It is envy that makes us inwardly delight when what someone loses what they have
It is envy that diminishes the success of others, that’s happy when they face setbacks
Tennis great Jimmy Connors personified envy when he said, PP “I hate to lose more than I like 
to win. I hate to see the happiness in their faces when they beat me.”

It was envy that drove Smeagol to murder his brother Deagol in Lord of the Rings
Envy burned in Salieri as he plotted to murder Mozart in the movie Amadeus
Envy filled Cain’s heart and moved him to murder Abel; moved Saul to try and kill David
No one is immune to this deadly sin, not athletes, celebrities, and not pastors
If you are a fault finder, good chance you are envious, mired with self-pity 
Instead of rejoicing in the good you have, envy resents those who have it and hope they lose it
Envy is unhappiness over someone’s happiness and happiness over their unhappiness
It resents someone’s rejoicing and rejoices over their troubles, weeps in their joy and takes joy in 
their weeping

But there is a deeper and even more terrible root to envy found in the dark basement of the heart
Recall that God gave 10 commandments, the first 4 of which are how we are to love Him, and 
the second how we are to love others
Jesus summarized them all with Love God with everything you have, and your neighbor as self
What this means is that we cannot love each other if we are not loving God
If our love for each other breaks down, then our love for God has already broken down
You are not at the root of sin until it turns vertically toward God, and to that depth we must go
If we have envy, or we are boasting, the root of it all is a breakdown in our relationship with God
PP “For I envied the proud when I saw them prosper despite their wickedness…When my soul 
was embittered…I was like a beast toward You.” Psalm 73:3, 21-22 

Envy is a heart that has turned against God: You did this God, You haven’t been fair to me, You’ve 
wrongly held back blessings from me, this is Your fault and I’ll find my happiness my way
Until you see your envy as an accusation against the goodness of God, you can’t be free from it
Do you know anyone who constantly complains in life, that they get the short end of the stick?
They are full of envy, not knowing that they are making constant accusation against God
Why have You allowed them to prosper God, while I’m following you and struggling!

That is envy, but let’s look at envy’s cousin, boasting 
Envy is wanting something someone else has, bragging is making someone want what you have
But there is a little understood world in boasting
PP “Let not the wise man boast in his wisdom, let not the mighty man boast in his might, let 
not the rich man boast in his riches..”	Jeremiah 9:23
PP ‘boast’ is the Hebrew word hallel (I.e.-hallelujah, praise the Lord), but here praise yourself
When we brag, or boast, we are praising ourselves and love will not do that
Boasting is simply, terribly, self worship, and there we see how it turns vertically against God
It is taking credit and demanding worship, not giving praise to God and direction worship to Him
Envy is a burning resentment ultimately toward God believing He is withholding your due, not 
displaying His goodness to you, but boasting is saying, ‘I deserve more and I can’t
trust God to give it to me, so I will get it my own way.’
It’s a Declaration of Independence: I did this, without God, Who wouldn’t do it for me
Paul is talking about spiritual gifts to the church at Corinth
God had given some in that congregation greater spiritual gifts and they were boasting, causing 
others to envy while those who envied had lesser gifts, resenting those who boasted
The more God has gifted you, the greater will be the tendency to boast, forgetting the Gift-giver, 
and buying the lie of our world that self-confidence and self-esteem are virtues

The most personally impacting sermon I’ve ever preached was on March 8th, 2009
I had always struggled with comparing myself to other pastors and I always fell short
I was insecure, needing constant affirmation, vulnerable to criticism, envious of others and 
maneuvering conversations to bring me praise, the hidden layer of boasting
My envious, boastful heart learned to get praise through self-deprecation, false humility
God began to free me when I studied PP Romans 12:6, “Having gifts that differ according to 
the grace given to us.”
He then led me to PP Ephesians 4:7, “But grace was given to each one of us according to the 
measure of Christ’s gift.” 
For the first time, I realized that God has given me the exact spiritual gifts and abilities I need, in 
the exact measure or degree necessary to do all what He has prepared for me to do		I had no part in choosing my gifts or how much I have, it was all by grace!			
If I needed other gifts in greater measure then God would give it to me…I was content!
Friends, God has given you your personality, gender, body type, abilities as gifts of His grace
To envy others, resenting them is to doubt that truth, and accuse God of doing you wrong
To boast is to forget that they all are gifts of grace from God, and to scrabble for your own praise			
PP 2-What is the gospel’s help for envy and boasting?

Perhaps no movie shows us the gospel in dealing with envy and boasting better than Snow White  
PP (Pic) In Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs, an evil queen was fearfully envious of the beauty 
of her step daughter, a princess called Snow White
She dressed the little girl in rags and forced her to work as a lowly maid
Every day she boastfully asked her magic mirror, "Mirror, mirror on the wall, who's the fairest of 
them all?"
As long as the mirror answered, "My Queen, you are the fairest in the land", Snow White was 
safe from the queen’s jealous cruelty
But one of those times, the mirror answered, "Famed is thy beauty, Majesty. But hold, a lovely 
maid I see. Rags cannot hide her gentle grace. Alas, she is more fair than thee."
The envious queen demanded to know the name, and the mirror revealed it was ‘Snow White’
The scene shifts to Snow White cleaning and hoping that one day the one she loves would find 
her, when at that moment, a prince, hearing her song, stopped and sings to her
The evil queen saw it all, demanded her huntsman take her into the forest and kill her, but he
spares her life, telling her, “She's mad, and jealous of you! She'll stop at nothing!” 
Snow White goes to live with the 7 dwarfs, but eventually the queen realizes she is not dead, and 
magically disguises herself and finds Snow White, tricking her to take a bit of a magic 
apple that will make all your dreams come true 
The princess, thinking of the prince, bites into the fruit, and immediately falls into sleeping death
But the prince had been searching for her, and when he came across Snow White in her golden 
coffin that the dwarfs made, leans down and kisses her, bringing her back from death
He marries her, and they lived happily ever after in his castle

Don’t you see the devil in the evil queen, so vain, so boastful of his own majesty and beauty, so 
envious and hateful toward anyone who would rival that
Yet Satan was not created in God’s image, his beauty couldn’t compare and he hated humanity
and he hated God
He tricked Adam and Eve into eating the fruit that brought death, a spiritual disease passed down 
to every human being who has ever lived
But a Prince, the Son of God, Jesus Christ loves us, and He has searched for us, and with a kiss 
of love that comes from the cross, He has brought to life many who were helplessly dead 
He has betrothed Himself to us, and carried us safely away into His castle, His kingdom
The Prince’s love has been poured into our hearts, fulfilling our true desires
Why would we need to boast in ourselves, we are loved by the greatest Being in the universe
Why would we need to be envious, our Prince has chosen us, for no reason other than He loves
us?
Why would we resent Him, His goodness is lavishly demonstrated in giving us life?
Why would we be insecure and anxious, for Who could possibly be against us that is greater than 
Him?
You don’t need to parade yourself, you don’t need the applause of others, you have His!
You don’t need to burn with envy, you have been chosen, He has given you everything you need 
to be happy and satisfied and nothing in the world can add to it
You don’t need to delight when others fail, or take credit for your success.., it is all of grace!
The evil one was defeated and Jesus, the Prince came, and His kiss of love has given us life, 
and He betrothed us to Him forever
Pray


