 

       
PP Love Is…
Part 8-Love is not Selfish (Part 2), 1 Corinthians 13:5			10/26-27/2024

“Love does not insist on its own way” 1 Corinthians 13:5, it is not selfish
Genesis 2:25 shows us what life was like before selfishness entered the human race
PP “And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.”  Genesis 2:25 
It was as if they were made of glass and saw to the core of themselves and the other and there 
was no need to cover up, nothing to hide, no character flaw to be embarrassed about
But then an act of unparalleled selfishness sent a ripple through all of creation and all history
PP “Now the serpent…said to the woman, “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree 
in the garden’?” And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the
trees in the garden, but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the
midst of the garden, neither shall you touch it, lest you die.’”  But the serpent said to
the woman, “You will not surely die.  For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes
will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”  So when the woman
saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the
tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave
some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened,
and they knew that they were naked.”  Genesis 3:1-7
Suddenly, an impulse came into both of them to no longer live as receivers, but as takers and
they found themselves naked and ashamed, broken people living in a broken world 
PP Sin is a radical orientation on self to be like God and nothing can fix this but Jesus
Every era of human history since has tried to fix this problem on their own and failed

In the early 1900’s, influential British social reformer Beatrice Webb, came to a conclusion
PP “In my diary, in 1890, I wrote, ‘I have staked all on the essential goodness of human nature’.  
But now, 35 years later I now realize how permanent are the impulses and evil instincts 
of man- how little you can count on changing some of these…No amount of knowledge 
or science will be of any avail unless we can curb the bad impulse."  Beatrice Webb
That bad impulse is the radical orientation toward self above all others

In 1986, the California State Assembly invested billions of dollars in a State Task Force meant to 
promote self-esteem, and it started a wave of social reform that swept across our country
PP It’s premise was that every kind of societal problem came from low self esteem 
Teach kids to love and accept themselves, it’ll curb crime, lower addictions, boost intelligence 
PP “Love yourself first and everything else falls into line. You really have to love yourself to get 
anything done in this world.”  Lucille Ball
Not only did it fail to deliver, they were astonished that the more kids bought into it, the more 
they underachieved, leading to spikes in bullying, narcissism, elitism, and racism 
PP The only power that can reform anyone is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ
One of the areas where we see an insistence on our own way is in politics
Here are some theological thoughts that offer a framework for how Christians should vote
These are not mic drop points but theological guide posts that help us navigate a political season 

PP 1-Shift your allegiance before you vote
I think all of us have at least a tacit agreement that God is sovereign over all kings and presidents
Daniel said to the most powerful ruler on earth, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon, PP “[God] 
changes times and seasons; He removes kings and sets up kings.”  Daniel 2:21
Most of us believe that our 47th President will be ultimately decided by God and that brings us
great comfort…as long as who God decides is the one we want!
Just before Israel attacked Jericho, Joshua saw a man with a sword in his hand, standing between 
them and the city
Joshua asked the man, PP “‘Are you for us, or for our adversaries?  [The man answered]
‘No’”  Joshua 5:13-14
It was a yes or no, black or white question, and the man, the Commander of the army of the 
Lord, an Old Testament appearance of Jesus, said in effect, my allegiance is not for 
you Joshua, but I require your allegiance to be for Me and My kingdom
There were four major political parties at the time when Christ came, and He aligned with none
There were the Pharisees (Conservatives), the Saduccess (Liberals), the Essenes (Religious), and 
the Zealots (Libertarians)
His loyalty and work was for His kingdom, not any kingdom of this world, leading us to point 2

PP 2-Remember why it is you vote
Unlike some, I do not believe it is a biblical sin not to vote, but I do believe it is a forfeiting of an 
opportunity to work for biblical good in this world
Barna research estimates that 32 million Christians will not vote on November 5th
Some because they don’t think it matters, others because they don’t like either candidate, and 
still others because God is sovereign so they think, Why does voting matter?
If you agree with my first point, that God’s kingdom is over the kingdom of this world, then the 
candidates you vote for will be those who most align with the principles of His kingdom 
It is true that God does not wear red, or blue, or even a star-spangled hat, but that doesn’t mean
that all political parties align equally with God
I have taught you many times that the story of the gospel can be summed up in this chart: PP
(Gospel Chart) Creation, Fall, Redemption and Restoration
God is working through His church to bring flourishing life into this broken, dark world
PP “The godly will flourish like palm trees and grow strong like the cedars of Lebanon. For 
they are transplanted to the LORD’s own house. They flourish in the courts of our 
God.” Psalm 92:12-13 
Church, PP “[God] has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 
kingdom of his beloved Son” Colossians 1:13 
PP Christians are to participate in this fallen world in a way that brings about life
We vote in a way that can best bring God’s flourishing to this broken world
God told the Jewish exiles captive in Babylon, PP “seek the welfare of the city where I have 
sent you into exile, and pray to the LORD on its behalf, for in its welfare you will find 
your welfare.”  Jeremiah 29:5–7
Solomon said, PP “When it goes well with the righteous, the city rejoices, and when the wicked
perish there are shouts of gladness. By the blessing of the upright a city is exalted, but 
by the mouth of the wicked it is overthrown.”  Proverbs 11:10-11
PP “You are the salt of the earth…the light of the world”  Matthew 5:13-14
Church, when we vote, we do so as citizens of God’s kingdom working to bring about God’s 
flourishing life as aliens and strangers in this world, and this guides our vote

PP 3-Vote through the lens of the bible
Clearly understanding why we vote, for the flourishing of God’s kingdom, will help you see 
wisely who best to vote for by examining their positions through God’s Word
I want a great America, but for a reason, though clear in the bible, seldom considered
God chose Israel from all the nations, blessed her and through her, hoped to bless the nations 
He warned the nations, PP “I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will 
	curse, and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”  Genesis 12:3 
God gives certain people wealth, that through them, the poor can be helped
PP “Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be generous. And when we 
take your gifts to those who need them, they will thank God.”  2 Corinthians 9:11 
God blesses people and nations and through them, He blesses other, and His name is made great
When people or nations turn away from God, so does His favor
It is hard for some to hear, but we are not a Christian nation, and God’s wrath and judgment is
already falling on us, evident by increasing division, lawlessness and sin
America, the country we love, is not nor has ever been God’s treasured possession, or the apple 
of His eye, or His blood-bought treasure
Politics won’t fix this, a president won’t right the ship, the church must rise up, pray for revival
If God is to make America great, it will be because she rose up and repented before God, and if 
our country does, God will bless and through us bless other nations
So think biblically with me through some of our political positions and issues

First, remember that every communist country, as well as biblical Philistines with Israel, 
disarmed people to keep them in subjection, so yes the 2nd Amendment is important
Second, our denomination began in Scandinavia where the freedom of religion was taken away 
and controlled by the State, so yes, the 1st Amendment is important
Third, our support of Israel’s right to their land is more critical than many Chrsitians know
God said through Abraham, PP “I will give to you and to your offspring after you the land of 
your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession, and I will be 
their God.”  Genesis 17:8 

Friends, God has told us to care for this planet so yes, concern for the environment is important
Gender is fixed by God, so yes, human sexuality is a critically important issue for flourishing life
Debt is compared to slavery so the national debt is an important issue
In the Roman Empire, it was the disintegration of the family that brought them to ruin, so 
parental rights and family solidarity are critically important issues
I have said before that I’ll never knowingly vote for a pro choice politician and I stand by that
PP “For You formed my inward parts; You knitted me together in my mother’s womb.  I praise 
You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made…Your eyes saw my unformed substance; 
in Your book were written, every one of them, the days that were formed for me, when 
as yet there was none of them.”  Psalm 139:13-16 
I cannot say it any other way than abortion is murder, plain, simple, and unimaginably terrible!
God is the defender of the unborn, and His church must rise up and protect life in the womb
We must vote for the candidate who most work for the flourishing of life, not just of the unborn, 
but also those who are handicapped and elderly
Other issues like border security and national security are important, so before you vote, hold to 
the Word of God and cast your ballot for those who will best bring the flourishing of God

But finally, and briefly, PP 4-Don’t let politics keep us from loving well
We are back to where we began, which is that political action cannot bring the kingdom of God 
to earth, cannot bring about flourishing, for political systems belong to this world
Only the gospel can change people, communities and nations, and the church must rise up to 
declare God’s love in the death and resurrection of His Son
On November 6th, the day after, no matter who is elected, God will be on His throne, directing 
all things into accordance with His sovereign purposes
On November 6th, the church must declare the gospel to a broken and unbelieving world
On November 6th, it will still be necessary for the church to love each other as Christ has loved 
us if the world is going to listen to our message
Pray


